
 

 

 

Woodland Middle School Academy | Newsletter – Edition 40 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
  
It’s the final week of term and wow this final term has passed by in a wink! As I am writing this, there is much 
frantic activity in school with staff simultaneously completing tasks for the end of year and making sure that 
we are ready for the year ahead too. Arrangements are being made for end of year events like the Y8 leavers’ 
assembly and prom night, but also the erection of the marquee today, the sending out electronically of the 
school reports on Arbor, preparing timetables for next year, preparing rooms for renovations over the 
summer and dozens of last minute wow letters – it is always a frenetic week so we are so pleased that the 
extreme heat seems to have abated. 
  
Staff news 
This week we will be saying farewell to five staff, including 4 teaching assistants. Mrs Sherwood and Mrs 
Tuladhar are both retiring, Miss Buckingham is starting teacher training at Redborne Upper School to qualify 
as an art teacher and Mrs Croft’s contract has come to an end. None of these departing TAs are being 
replaced. The reduction of TAs is completely due to funding shortfalls for the year ahead as the need in terms 
of pupil numbers with SEND is not reducing. This government and every government in living memory has 
made real term cuts to educational spending as even when budgets have gone up, inflation has pushed costs 
higher, quicker. I would like to thank all four amazing TAs for their endeavour and expertise that they have 
invested at Woodland over many years and to wish them all the very best for their next chapters after 
Woodland. 
  
We are also saying farewell to Mrs Hardacre – who is taking an early retirement after working as our Deputy 
Headteacher since Jan 2008 – just a term after I started here as Headteacher. Mrs Hardacre has been an 
amazing school leader being at the heart of so many wonderful events at school like her famous school 
productions in the marquee theatre, the Woodlandbury festival to celebrate the school’s 50th anniversary, as 
well as improving practices in teaching and learning. Mrs Hardacre’s legacy at Woodland is huge; she has co-
authored our school curriculum, designed our assessment and reporting systems, has developed staff 
teaching and learning talents and even finds the time to run trips annually for half the school to attend the 
panto each year! We do feel that we are losing a cornerstone of our school but equally we really wish her 
well for her retirement and we have already planned to employ her on occasional consultancy days next year 
to tap back into her vast knowledge. A huge thank you from me and all the staff to Mrs Hardacre for nearly 
20 years of excellent service to Woodland! 
  
 



 

  

I can’t leave parents feeling that in losing Mrs Hardacre we leave ourselves short of expertise…we are so 
fortunate to have staff in school trained already to step into roles with our succession planning. Ms Gibson will 
change her role from SENDCO to our Teaching, Learning and Assessment Deputy Headteacher. Mrs Vahey will 
move from the Y5 leader role to become our new SENDCO and Mrs Tate becomes the new Y5 leader, a role 
that she has previously undertaken at Woodland a few years ago before she took time out to have her family. 
Expert hands and continuity is so important for us and we feel that we have a great team going forward into 
Sept 2026. 
  
Events this week 
By now everything this week will be in your diary – but just a few quick reminders for parents… 
  
Monday – last night we were treated to an amazing recital evening directed by Ms Bryan, highlights for me 
were our choir singing an amazing medley from Wicked, the Toinko brothers showing us how jamming 
together can produce amazing rock moments, the rock band belting out Song 2 to close the show and very 
brave soloists on the piano, drums and vocals. Anyone attending on Thursday will hear a few of our performers 
again! 
  
Tuesday – in the afternoon we have our house winners BBQ – the Britons (Green Team) have amassed the 
most points accrued by winning sports events and collecting positive class charts points throughout the school 
year. Well done to you all – the BBQ during the afternoon is a fun time but as it’s so hot we can’t put on the 
usual sports and bouncy castle events so instead we will let you just chill in the shade and miss class in the 
afternoon. 
  
Our marquee has arrived and today we are putting down the carpet and hanging up the black drapes for 
blackout. The marquee is for the leavers’ assembly and the prom night but as it’s so expensive we have an 
extra disco to fund raise to make this a sustainable event. So far the discos have raised over £600 which is 
around 20% of the costs – which is great – thank you! 
  
Wednesday – we have the Y5 and the Years 6&7 discos in the marquee. The ticket price is a fundraiser really 
but includes drinks – but there are no snacks available on the day as we seek to protect the carpet ahead of the 
main events on Thursday. The DJ is starting early – 4.30-5.45pm for Y5 and 6-7.15pm for Y6&7 so that they end 
in plenty of time to get back to watch England in the World Cup semi-final. 
 
Thursday – we have our Leavers’ Assembly for Y8 pupils, parents and staff. We will be opening the gates close 
to 11am and the assembly will be in and outside of the marquee. The pupils and staff will be in the marquee 
and parents will then fill the remaining space and overflow into the field. Parents will need to bring their own 
camping chairs and weather protection for their own comfort. The assembly will be finished before 1pm and 
all Y8 pupils and parents will need to leave the site quickly, so we can begin the lunch hour for the rest of the 
school. Pupils can then get ready to return for their Prom Night – dressed to impress! Cars and carriages can 
arrive from 6.30pm and events begin from 7pm. There is an official photographer who will make all her photos 
available to all parents and the food and drinks on the night include a burger and fries BBQ and an ice cream 
van! 
  
Friday – Y8 will have their swan song event; a trip to Thorpe Park with Mr Hughes and the Y8 team. Meanwhile 
Years 5-7 will have a final day with an assembly of their own and some form time as they get ready for their 
hard earned summer break! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Works over the summer 
This summer we have a huge building programme – we have been so fortunate to secure grants to make 
improvements to our school. The Y5 block roof and gym roofs are being replaced – and the huge solar cell array 
being placed on the Y5 roof will treble our green energy production meaning we can reduce to near £0 our 
electrical costs. Much of our heating relies on gas still – so we do have some plans to reduce this too in the 
future. 
  
Our main SEND building (Rooms 5a and 5b previously the MAPLE centre) is having a complete facelift – by 
September it will be unrecognisable with new walls, floor, roof and internal layout – just the steel structure is 
being re-used. It will be fully air-conditioned too, bringing our total number of full-size AC classrooms to 13, with 
an additional 3 small teaching spaces and 2 large offices all ready for the seeming intense summers that we are 
now getting. 
  
Highlights of the year 
Our school year flies by so quickly and yet on reflection we cram in so much. Here is a quick run through of the 
highlights of the year…I’m sure that you will want to thank all of the staff for making it all happen! 
  
Fun Run ◆ Football teams ◆ Charity Hike ◆House Football and Netball matches ◆ Ruby teams ◆Hallowe’en 
Disco ◆ Normandy Trip for Y8 ◆ Anti-bullying badge competition ◆ Writing Days for Years 5 & 6 ◆ Egyptian 
Days for Y5 ◆ Christingle Service ◆ Christmas Concert ◆ Panto Trip to Northampton ◆ Christmas 
Dinner ◆ Christmas Disco ◆ Crochet Club ◆Pokemon Club ◆ Valentine’s Disco ◆Cricket teams ◆ Charlie’s 
Promise visit ◆ World Book Day ◆ Swimming Gala ◆ Animal Capers for Y4 ◆ Shakespeare Theatre Group 
visit ◆ Calshot Trip ◆ World Down’s Syndrome Day ◆ Mary Poppins show performances ◆ Whipsnade 
Zoo ◆ British Museum ◆ Values Day ◆ Box End watersports ◆ Chessington world of adventures ◆ PGL 
trip ◆ Sports Days ◆ Athletics teams ◆ Handball teams ◆ Legoland trip ◆ Drayton Manor Park 
Trip ◆Summer Concert ◆ KS3 Musical Extravaganza ◆ Summer Disco ◆ Prom Night ◆ Leavers’ 
assembly ◆ Thorpe Park trip ◆ 1000s of amazing lessons ◆ 1000000s of positive interactions ◆ 
  
Best wishes 
I would like to wish everyone a very much deserved summer break; to all the departing pupils my very best 
wishes at your next school; to those returning to us have a wonderful summer and be back to learn and have 
more fun at Woodland on Thursday 3rd September and to all the staff; rest well, recharge and see you in 
September from Tuesday 1st September for two days of training and preparations. Thank you to all our staff for 
your amazing dedication and hard work – without you none of the magic happens and thank you to our parents 
for amazing cohorts of pupils that we love to teach. 

 
With best wishes for the summer, 

Jeff Conquest 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01/09/2026 INSET DAY  

02/09/2026 INSET DAY  

03/09/2026 First day for pupils- staggered 
start 

Y5 & Y6- 8.30am 
Y7- 10.00am 

Y8- 10.30am 

21/09/2026 Individual school photos  

24/09/2026 Harry Potter World trip  

02/10/2026 Fun Run  

06/10/2026 Flu Jabs  

13/10/2026- 16/10/2026 Normandy trip  

22/10/2026 Halloween discos  

26/10/2026- 30/10/2026 October Half- term  

Key Dates 

 

 

 

News from the library 

July 2026 sees the launch of the Summer Reading Challenge in England and Wales, delivered by 

The Reading Agency. This summer, The Reading Agency invites children to discover the joy of 

reading through Read to the Beat! — the music-themed Summer Reading Challenge 2026. 

With a fantastic collection of books inspired by music from around the world, children can explore 

stories, poetry, graphic novels, and non-fiction for all reading levels. Children can sign up at the 

library or online, set their reading goals, and enjoy rewards along the way. Sign up at your local 

library or visit the Summer Reading Challenge website. 

 

https://r1.ddlnk.net/c/AQif3RYQzswBGI79ZiDG-Rso5d4W11T4s26ReW4xe195TQU_T4oMjx-Tek-yrgaGLrBs7MY
https://r1.ddlnk.net/c/AQif3RYQzswBGI79ZiDG-Rso5d4W11T4s26ReW4xe195TQU_T4oMjx-Tek-yrgaGLrBs7MY
https://r1.ddlnk.net/c/AQif3RYQzswBGI79ZiCc6Bso5d4WTBtFArNRhtk5-iPf-2pAkxGOZSGYQQWVOel4ej9GM-U


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News & Notices 

 

A huge congratulations to Kory Beeson for finishing 

2nd in both Q1 and Q2 tumbling competition- he has 

secured his place in the National and British tumbling 

finals in October.  

If he has a successful competition campaign this year 

it will put him in contention to earn a spot on the GB 

development squad. Good luck Kory! 

Message from Miss Crompton, Miss Shearer and Miss Woodcraft:  

The KS3 Showcase last week was absolutely fantastic! The 

children worked so hard and gave exceptional performances to 

our students in school, and 2 evening performances to parents. 

A huge thank you to all the staff for helping, and to all parents/ 

carers for supporting and attending. Looking forward to next 

year! 

 

Message from Miss Fairweather: 

Last week some of our KS2 girls took part in a Cricket Tournament at Flitwick Cricket 

Club.  The girls have been busy training all year for this tournament, and their hard 

work and dedication showed.  They won every single one of their matches, and played 

brilliantly, showing such amazing values throughout the day.  This meant they won 

overall - well done! 

The boys also had a team and they played very well and enjoyed the experience too. 
 

Message from Miss Bryan: 

Letters went out to advertise the Young Voices concert for the current year 5 to take part in next year 

- concert date is January 29th - if your child is interested in taking part please fill out the info from the 

letter - pupils have to commit to choir for the Autumn term to learn all the songs.  

Any pupils who are in year 7, 8 and 9 next year will be getting an invitation to come and take part in a 

1 day singing workshop and concert at Redborne on October 22nd with the fabulous Gabrielli Roar and 

Inspiring Music. Letters will be sent out this week- any year 9 pupils I will pass your details onto your 

new heads of year if you wish to go.  

 

Anyone who wishes to take up a new instrument in September please look out for the sign up email 

that will be sent out at the start of term or contact Miss Bryan on bryana@woodlandacademy.co.uk  

 
And finally Annie Jr auditions will start back for KS2 at the end of September, pupils will be given all 

the details when they return to school.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Competition Points 25-26 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

We have been asked to share the following information/leaflets with our 

parents 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


